February 23, i{
The Insurance of Children.
The untiring efforts of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, the severe but just condemnation of the system uttered by Mr. Justice Day in giving judgment on a case that was tried before him in the summer, and the recent letter of Mr. Braxton Hicks, the coroner for Surrey, to the Times, are all compelling public attention to the subject of infantile insurance; and will, in time, compel legislative action in a matter of the first importance to the life and well-being of the children of the poor. The insurance of young children's lives has led to an incalculable amount of crime ; neglect, cruelty, and death have resulted from it. If the stern proof of these statements is not to be found in our criminal court records in the form of convictions for murder and manslaughter, the reason is that convictions are hard to get when the evidence is mostly that of circumstance and inference, and when our law, almost too rigorously just to the accused, is chary of assuming evil motives where they cannot be definitely proved. These are simple and effectual remedies for the present state of things, remedies that appeal to the common sense of the public. And while it is the province of the Legislature to make and alter laws, it is the common sense of the public that must impress on it the necessity for action. To this public?the public of parents and lovers of children?we make our appeal.
